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Ozaki stuck with tarnished image
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sional who wishes to remain
anonymous. “‘There really is
no room for that kind of thing
in the world of goif."

Norman confronted Ozaki

One man who has confront-
ed Jumbo is British Open
champion Greg Norman,

During the last round of the
1991 Asahi Beer/Golf Digest
tournament Ozaki and Nor-
man were paired together in
the final group. On the 18th
hole Jumbo trailed the leader
Harumitsu Hamano by one
stroke. He needed a birdie
four to foree a playoff.

As Jumbo prepared to hit
his second shot — a three
wood from the middle of the
fairway — he repeatedly
banged his club behind the
ball. This action had the ef-
feet of almost teeing up the
ball and improving his lie.

While Jumbo was improv-
ing his lie, Norman was
watching from the rough and
saw him ing the club be-
hind the ball. Jumbo hit the
shot into the bunker guarding
the front of the green and then
failed to get up-and-down for
g;rddie and thus finished sec-

After the round Norman ap-
proached Ozaki in the play-
er's locker room and a heated
argument broke out. Norman
thrust his finger in Jumbo's
face and, while yelling very
loud, called him a cheater and
that he had seen him break
the rules on 18. A fight almost
broke out until Isao Aoki
stepped between the two golf-
ers and stopped them from
going any further.

At that time there were
many foreign as well as Japa-
nese professional golfers in
the Tomei C.C. er room
who witnessed this outburst.
Several of the pros related
this run-in, but asked that
their names not be used.

Another recent incident of
Jumbo appearing to bend the
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eventually won the tourna-
ment in a playoff over Cana-
dian golfer Brent Franklin. It
is how Ozaki played the last
hole of the tournament and
how he made birdie that was
questionable.

Jumbo had hooked his sec-
ond shot just over the pond on
the left side of the par-5 hole.
l!’!uti ball w;sppngg in the hazarl d

ut was s in some long
grass on the upslope of the
pond. In an effort to be able to
get his club through the long
grass Jumbo was repeatedly
standing and pressing the
grass down behind the ball
with his feet. This is improv-
ing your lie and against the
rules of golf.

Now that he had a good lie
Jumbo was able to hit a shot
out and onto the green within
20 feet of the hole. He dropped
the putt for birdie and when
Franklin also birdied the final
hole then went into the play-

ln another incident while
playing a tournament in the
United States Jumbo was
seen grounding his club and
improperly marking his ball
on the green. His playing
partners that day who wit-
nessed these indiscretions
were Bernhard Langer and
Mark O’Meara. Jumbo was
a bad round and when
hef ed to advance past the
36-hole cut they decided not to
say anything.

A fear of retribution exists

Their reason for not want-
ing to create a fuss was be-
cause they were afraid of of-
fending their Japanese spon-
sors. Everyone knows how
much power and influence
Jumbo carries and they all
are afraid to call him for his
frequent rules violations.

“He's always doing it but
the JPGA just lets him get
away with it,” said one JPGA
Tour player. “Every sponsor
wants Jumbo to play in their
tournament and |f there is a

1

dollars.”

Here in Japan if a
sees Jumbo bend the
his favor, they are afraid to
question him simply because
of who he is. Jumbo carries
enough clout to seriously
hamper a JPGA golfer’s fu-
ture. A lucrative sponsorship
might end suddenly or invita-
tions may dry up to certain
tournaments.

A promising career could

end for fear of serious reper-
cussions — so, the player says
nothing.
It wasn't another player
who reported Jumbo's rule in-
fraction at the recent Fuji-
Sankei tournament. If was a
television viewer who called
the network to it. The
JPGA Tour officials must
have had a sleepless night. At
first they didn’t know what to
do about it and let Jumbo play
the third round. After hours of
deliberation, he was finally
disqualified on completion of
Saturday’s round.

“There is no room in the
game for someone who is
cheating,” said former Mas-
ters champion Craig Stadler.
“If T see someone do it, I'll
call him. Absolutely!

“Golf is a gentleman’s
sport and an honest game
where you shouldn’t have to
worry about the other play-
ers. It is a tough enough
game, especially under tour-
nament conditions, where you
have to concentrate on your
own situation. If you start
watching every move your
playing partner makes, you
will soon lose sight of your
own game.

“I think it’s a pretty honest
sport. There are a couple of
guys who have reputations.”

Isn't it about time that Jum-
bo Ozaki learned the rules of
golf? Japanese golfers id
this man. If he is “‘bending”
or “breaking” the rules of
golf, people in Japan uld

know about it and it should be
stopped.

JUMBO OZAKI grounds his driver behind his ball on the 18th hole during the second round at
this year's Chunichi Crowns golf tournament. Ozaki was only 155 yards away from the green at
the time and he subsequently changed his driver for a mid-iron. eRAD EWART PHOTO






