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F there is a worse' place in
I the world to play goli than
Calcutta, It must be n
hell,

The Royal Caleutta Goll
Course, “site of this year's
Indian Open, is- situated In
the micddle of one of the
world's poorest and dirtiest
cities, Caleutta looks like a
holocaust  alter 2 nuclear
ecxploshon with people dying
in the strects from starvation
andd disease,

Forty years ago his was a thrhr
ing metropaliz, Now its the gar-

hape :fum :i:f .-'u% where a oor-
ol e imrxist et
ru!m.mly spends tax dﬂila.rl.

Most of the Asian PGA Tour
eollers abay in the Taj Rengal
Plostesl, D0 ke Jikee an oasls In o desert
ol filth. The rooms are clean, the
fond I geod and you are safe from
hie reatity of Caleuita,

The Inmous goll course is the - | ©

socnnd oldest o the workd outside
i thin United Kingdon, The design
o Iresmeenchooes bat e conditions
are appalling, The greens are as
bumpy as o gravel road,. the far-

wiys mosthy weeds and there iano

such thing as a good lie,
There are many natural hieards.
Ciwitn el drwes wander  freely |

e, eobrs Wide o e
rowgh and the local residents walk .

wlbiail s i Uiy were o public park.
Mee Indian people are oblivious to
thir gotbers and the lakes are a
place  for them 1o wash their
el e amd tathe

Iry conceptraling on a  shat
while six goots cross your path,
two men ride across the tee on o
hicwvele and a baby cried while its
mntheer does her Lbundey, Cuiet
phease! Pm bryipg 1o putl.

It gels worse, Goll balls are a
rare commadity. Don't tum your
bk o Vhem SB NN MOON A3
you do, mu::lﬂher ball is I.n'mm
yusur hag, Yo wallet In your
back pocket amd dan't take your
walch. o, Don't drink the walér
Icaiese i o week you will be
aliane]

The greens on fhe course ane
cut by hand with an old-Tashioned
manual lmen mower, The fnlrways
are trimmed by the 200 6 more

_tration

ts that feed on the course.
collect the leaves wilh
pihint-:d sticks wlﬂl.- ;Lll men pich;
1 1
handm na riakes in the
sand traps bl cocasbonally a man
will foam the cowrse smoothing
ol i s
Vulures circle overfehd by the
hundreds and they live in the trees
I;iy u'rtdn'ﬂlh Illmlu. Vullurﬂh:;urc o
eath. - Mayhe t nre
wi'n'?m for a golier to die from the
swelter] pl]:.q,ﬂ;rtunt:gim the (rus-
e,
The caddies are like the wvul-
fures — alwaws wailing lor scraps
e gollers imight throw thedr winy,

Most of the caddies are young
who' hove mever been (o
school. Thay start working almast
6 SO0 as they are old enoagh o
walk. (In this part of the wiorld
begging is a lull-fime job and
mary  of  these people  are
experts). .
Moat caddies wear no shoes and
their clothes are  tattered  and
1m. They sinell. Some  under-
stand basic lish bt most onby
apeak Hindi or Bengali, These cal-
dies carry the hag and that's it
There are no clubd or halls for
salein the pro shop, It does have
sonve old hats and plastic tees for

aale, buot torml nhmr buving a
new Tithedst,

[hiring The m:ek of the Indian
Cpen, the members chase alter
the tnuri.ng prmt lor
can
h-*.v:mmu. a qﬁH digcount  house
whore the pros unfoad everyilhin
from practice balls o u:q:-! !UE
shirls,

The goll conrse s a monsier s

7077 vards from the back tees,
Sﬂrll' of the holes are actually
wtlades fests of skill. The
oy i that the poor con-
ditiona and the distractions take
awny from a&ny posithve marks the
course might recee,

nse alter
e b

For p cotirse that first openied in
1829, it has dope well 1o survive,
However, ns the disease of the
outside world makes ita way over
the course, it s ooy a meatler of
time hefore the course js comple-
tedy nbected and forced (o chose,

Ciriginally there were 36 holes
but it has been reduced o 27, In
s present shape. a reduction to
I:l.'mwn"l. be a cause bor mouwrn-
n

Brad Ewart is a Vancowser free-
fance writer. He was in Colculte
dlomg with several Caredian prro-
fezsional golfers who com i
the Indien Cpen, part of the Astan

faerr,




