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By Brad Ewart
Bpecial 1o The Provincs
KHHORE RAKRLY, Maloysia — The Sultan
 Malumood Iskandar of Johore, the larmer
} of m is the undisputied *“King
ol Gol™ 3 ©
& His Majesty plavs by the King's Hules
wand whal be says pocs. .-
‘s perhops the anly member of roy-
o+ mlty I Uhe worid whe plays 36 bodes of goll
of more I one day.
. SThat's because they (other kings)
" probably have more work to do.” e Gald
oo The sultan's ool (e only one who owns
" his own conarse, Bl there's probably .
I.r:\nlt.rl-lll;ﬂ guller in royalty, who could
: Majesty. X
== lilul.“!ﬂ'_'flhur:*u:ﬂ the Roynd golf
carl and plws 18 i just over two
hours, A ghetto biastor plays a local rock-
and-roll stathe throughout the rousd.
ko aemd § ik Chee msde,™
direction ol the wind the
cun of white spray powder,
nide 10 fee up his ball
I yellow
His endrmmo

Takom thyoin T 60 mowother sef.™ > &
- carties wee drivers with varving
_ degrees of loll mid ditlerent shalts, His

. -mmmﬂ.m.mawﬂwﬁ

he kn
. but that was before he played with the Sultan of Johore -

“day, along with 15 mournted bodyguards, < days.” To speed

ew all about golf's bizarre side,

has Iis own repalr shop in e palace, The  the sullan’s sister, Tunku Tun Malniungh
sultan hos been known o stop part way  lsmall, who arranged the game for me.
through a round 1o back to the palace My Instructions were ta be al the
mnwm::g&g:n chal, coursn al 1 pom, His majesty was
| play gu aise | like o be plysi-  intereated in the fact | was o gell profes.
cally il Golfing belps me burn off o few  stoial and & jogrmalist from Canads and o
culorics and koeps my cholesterol level  trick shot artist as well, He wanted 1o

down. Goll also gets me . sway bom e know whal ngy iricks were all aboud,
and out in the clean lresh alr,” says  thought he might get p low tips and con-
the 67-yoar-old. (T ? senited 1o an inferview, L

The sultan's attendants keep a record W talked briclly and then e sultsn

of every round. he L In 1987 he  said, “TH warm up and well see vou' oh

B.‘iﬁhgh?“-—.’ tly more than the lirst tee."” On the way 1o the tee | 'was
E&' rounds. One day be around in - bricled by one of the suitan's sttendants
b Mﬂmiwg'ﬁ:dﬂ. i o Wwhat the Royal gobng protocol would

There's more (o the sultas than his e be

gotler. He is a cortilind pilot and has “His Majesty abwwys tees oll first And
his_ovwn helicopier with a landing pad st~ when e is hitting a shol always stand o
the palace’ and another near the 18th atlention to the ¢ of him. MNever stand
green &t A Boyad Johore G.C. The saiisn and don't yalk belore or while he s
alsn collects cars, but doesn’t know how — hitting. And when His Majesty's ball is on

he has. In his age there . thd green you must say, that putl is good.
:g:”{hrudu Benz, lﬁulmn."mmr.fmp, sir. (It's a gimmee. ) Amd please Mr, Brad,
BAW'E and & Ferras mb'ﬂtﬂ!lﬂlkwmmm:n#milhlrl

ol Instruction ™ "

Now that | knew the sultan’s ries | wab

for an experience of a lietime.

The sign on e firs] bee said: “No Wiree
balls or lour balls on weekends or boll
upr play goliers eould anly
play In twosomes. [t was 8 Senday mnd we

Apother ane af his ions I8 lor
miofrcyches. His collecihon includes & “Fat
Bob™ Harley Dovidson thal he rides amy-
where be wants. His maotorcyche habils
i bl ygu

5.“itl'nt the King's !hnn.-: ll'ii.
nee (o meel and play, goll with the - "Accompanying the sultan aml | was
mun. Adter missing the cut ﬂ ihe Singa-© heatd ol Ue Hoyal Police Foree, the top
pore Open | bad e good lortune to meet belicopier pilot in the King's Air
Force and His Majesty’s right-
= pand ‘man. We also had fee cads

o dies and three armed molorcycle
riders, | pode with the suilan in U
poll carl whibe our playiing phrt-
ners rode on the Em.'t ol ke
mintoreycles,

The sultan topped his shol off
e Lieay tee. invnediately U three
gollers we played wilh and e
caddien all took ofl down e lalr-
way 10 petrieve Lhe ball, That was
what you call a Royal Mulligan. His
Majesty hit again snd then we all
teid off,

When the sultan’s hall reached
et green we all gave him e puit
Fwven 1 the 30-lo0l putt was
"Rood™ the sultan abcys lkes o
pull anysay, Wil one hand on the
putter and the olher cluiching lhis
cigarelie Ihe sullan potied: six
balls belore one finally loumd e

cup, “Nice par Your Majedty,”

Lcm'mhg..rh "8 the King's Hubes,

Alter the game | perlonmed o
ek shot sabibibon kn e Ryl
Family and members ol the
Johore G.C, to conclude n day
T always renwmbier,

B lskander is one ol nide
bereditary rulers, or sultans, of
the states making up Malaysia
Every five years these nine men
clect one of thelr puamber o be
king: & position Iikander held fram
1964 1o 15989

= Brend Ewart b a Vescoiver
poler and Freelance wniter




