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‘ ‘gone from rags to riches.
»Hamilton was almost broke
i when hee left home in January
.nl’ last year to play the Asian

PGA .Tour: His sponsors had
given-him enough money lo

play - three -months -on the
h Asian circuit. After that their
r.  support would end. ™" -

'] had not been playing all
Inat well lor my first four

eBrs as a professional. 1
L dn’t "won a tournament. 1
4 40 wasn't making much money

2= -‘and the future did not look

i

: * i, Hamilton worked painstak-
"r~  ingly on his game during Lhe
i cold winter-morths at his
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home course in Oquawka, I11.
With the temperature well be-
low {reezing and the wind-
chill numbing his face and
hands, Hamlton hit thou-
sands of balls off the {rozen
turf preparing himsedf {or one
last chanee on the Asian Tour,
When he arrived in Asia his
fortunes changed. During the
three-month Asian PGA Tour
Hamilton won the Singapore
Rolex Masters, the Korean
Open and finished in the top
10 in six out of nine Lourna-
ments. For his outstanding ef-
forts he also claimed the
Asian Tour Order-of-Merit.
] called my wife Jackie af-
et winning in Korea and said
‘Jack, we're rich." '
Hamilten's earnings in
Asia, including bonuses, was
more than $170,000. He also

gained a ore-year exermption
to play the JPGA Tour. In Ja-
pan be won the '22 Maruman
Open and [inished 13th in the
JPGA money ranking. In to-
tal last season Hamilton
earned gver $800,000.

Not bad for a golfer who left
home not knowing what the
[uture had in store for him. At
the end of June on this year's
JPGA Tour Hamilton had
earned another V63,286,411
and was third on the money
list.

Of course the tax man takes
his share but Hamilton has
now earned over $1.4 million
in the past 17 months.

“We went Trom the poor
house to the big house.” ex-
plained Hamilton, who along
with his wife is now building
ihtir dream home 0 Texas.

“Here [ was with very little
money, If T didn't do well [
was proably going to nave to
find something else to do. Or
find somebody else to kick in
some money." .

Scholarship-caliber player

Hamilton comes from a
small farming town about
four hours southwest af Chu.
cago, [ll. Hizs parents have
pictures of him swinging a
golf club at three years of age
and he started plaving goll
tournaments when he was 10.

He played well enough as a
junior to earn a scholarship Lo
the University of Oklahoma.
Hamilton's college team-
males included current U.S.
PGA Tour regulars Grant
Warte, Andrew Magee and
European tour player Greg

Turner. Other rival collegiate
players included Scott Ver-
piank, Jeff Maggert and Billy
May{air,

"1 thought when 1 turned
professional that evtrymmg
was going lo come easy,” said
Hamilton, who won four col-
lege tournaments. 'l was go-
ing to qualify for the US,
Tour, Make a |0t of cash. Get
the nice house and car, None
of that happened."

Fresh out of university in
1987, Hamiltan came within
three strokes of qualilying for
the U.S. PGA Tour. He then
failed to qualify for the Cana-
dian tour and was forced to
play in state opens and minor
minitour events. In January
of 1588 he ventured out onto
the Asian Tour.

“In Asia [ was kind of shell-

shocked. [ came from a small
town of about 1,500 people and
I reaily didn't know what to
expect. We went o cities like
Bangkok, Calcutta, Hong
Kong and Taiwan where there
were so many people and liv-
ing conditions [ could never
have imagined."

Not only was it culture
=hock for the son of a counlry
grocery store owner, but the
golf courses and competition
were tougher than he expect-
ed

Hamilton was not only
learning the demanding skills
of his profession — he was
maturing as a tauriag profes-
sional and as an individual.
Todd was growing up.

*1 guess 1 thought every-
thing was going to be handed
to me and that never really
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happened. It took awhile but I
fearned that if you want to g0
anywhere in professional goll
you had better work at it.

Asia sbowedme]tmihwrm\e i

that is."

Prior to his success of last
season Hamilton's best pro
finish had been on the Canadi-
an Tour in 1990 when he lost in
a playoif for the Victoria
Open. After winning numer- ;
ous junior and college tourna-
ments, he couldn't “'get over
the hamp’ and wAn in proies-
sional golf.

Mired in minor leagues

Hamiltan tried and {ailed in
five attempts at qualifying for
the U.5. PGA Tour. While his
college peers were beginning
to find success on the Goid
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Trail, Hamiiton was strug-
gling in the minor leagues.

“Maybe in life when you
don't expect much of yourself
— that’s when things hap-

He arrived in Manila a
week before the tour's first of-
fictal towrnament and played
in the Philippine Masters.
Hamilton’s off-season prac-
tice began to show dividends
and he fnished second. The
following week ne got off to a
good start on the Asian tour
with a fifth-place finish in the
Philippine Open.

Things were beginning te
fall into place. The pulls were
finding the hole instead of lip-
ping out. Hamilten's confi-
dence was gaining momen-
tum. He was playing well.

It all came together in Sin-
gapore at the Rolex Masters,
where Hamilton ended five
years of frustration and won
his first {itle as a pro. The top
prize of $13,000 helped pay
some of the expensive travel
bills while getling the spon-
sors off his back.

He was also learning how ta
win.

Week after week through.

out the Asian tour, Hamilton
continued to play well, consis-
tently linishing in the top 10
and banking a check every
week. In Korea. the second-
to-last stop on the grueling
circuit, e was in a battie with
Taiwan’'s Hseih Chin-Hseng
for the coveted Order-of-Mer-
it tithe.

The circuit money winoer
would receive & one-year ex-
emption on the JPGA Tour,
an iavitation to both the Brit.
ish Open, Nicklaus' Memorial
tournament and & $37,000 bo-
nus,

““The win in Korea was real-
ly =atis{ying because it meant
sa much. There was no way
Hseih could catch me in the
Order-of-Merit race. | had fi-
nally won a tournament on a
recognized world tour and I
would be exempt in Japan for
at Jeast a year. The money
was preity good too.”

Hamilton had come a long
way from stocking grocerics
in his father's store in Oquak-
wa, He was pow in the big
leagues. Winning breeds win-
ning and Hamiiton now had
the chance to apply his newly
acquired knowisdge to the lu-
crative Japanese lour.

After 12 consecutive weeks
of tourney piay in Asia, Ham-
ilton needed a rest. He went
home to celebrate his new-
found success with his family
and friends. After a few

weeks of home cooking, Ham:- -

ilten and his wife packed their
suitcases and headed back
out on tour. He missed the cut
in'both Jack Nicklaus' Memo-
rial tournament and the Brit-
ish Open, but bounced back to
finish sixth in the Canadian
e,

*I was anxious to get back
to Japan. 1 was playmg well
and really felt like something
was going to-happen.”

In his second week back in
Japan Hamilton carded a 7-
under-par 65 in the first round
of the Maruman Open. He
added rounds of 67 and 67 for
a pne-stroke lead over Fran-
kie Minoza heading into the fi-
nal round. =

“It looked like il was Eoing
{o be Frankie and me on the
last day unless samehody e
ally got hot,” he recailed.

That samebody was Jumbo
COzaki. Jumbo trailed Hamil-
ton by seven strokes starfing
oul the final round and reaily
didn't look like too much of a

threat. But then, Jumbo is
Jumbo, and at times the man
is not merely mortal. He
know's he’s good and so does
everybody eise in the touma-
ment.

When Jumba's d.nves start
taking off like a 747 and his
iron shots search out the flag
like radar, when the puits
start to drop and he pumps
his fist in the air with a smirk
on his face, then look out. The
“Goll King" of Japan isona
iear.

It doesn’t matter how many
shots he trails the leader by.
Jumbo knows how to win He
won half of hiz 72 towrna-
ments in Japan by merely
frightening his opponents into
submission. He's like a
heavyweight fighter-in the
ring against a flyweight. No
contest!

“You can't help but think
about Jumbo," explained
Hamilton. " Not only that, bhe
was playing in the group in
front of us and we could see
what he was doing.”

Coming up to the 72nd hole
Hamiltot had managed to
hang onto a two-stroke lead
over Ozaki. The final hole was
a long par-5 with the green
guarded by sand and water

Hamilton played safe by lay-
ing up on nis second shot.

“While 1 was waiting for
Jumba's group to finish out 1
heard 2 man in the gailery
say “Jumbo par." | knew that
I had a two-stroke lead and
could win with bogey.”
Setting realistic goals

Hamilton wadged his third
shot onto the green and then
three-putted to edge Jumbo
by one stroke, He had now
won for e third time in 3ix
months.

“Knowing that 1 could come
through with everything on
the line and win on a major
tour, plus holding up under
the pressure of Jumbo, was
really salisfying,” he said.

Hamilton continued to play
well in Japan for the rest of
the season. He had nine top-10
finishes and in the second-to-
1ast tournament of the season
finished one siroke behind

T.M. Chen in the Japan f.wc

ries.

“1¢ all happened so fast.
And it happened the way |
pictured it would happen, on-
ly it took a lot longer than I
thought it would. I've learned
now that when vou think vou

have this game licked — you
don't."

Hamilton has already
achieved one of his goals for
this. season and that came
with a recent win at the Acom
International. His second goal
is to finish in the top-10 on the
meney ranking list. He wants
to play another full season in
‘a4 on the Japan PGA Tour
and then possibly try again to
play the U.5. Tour.

“I now try not to make my
goals too meh. That's what 1
did when I first started out in
professional golf. 1 made
them too high and it was just
toc hard 4o realize them. W a
person can make their goals
within their reach and work
really hard, thcy can get
there,"” he said

"My ultimate goal is to get
to the U.S. PGA Tour. I think
that's where the best competi-
tion is and [ would like Lo see
how my game stacks up
against them."

Todd Hamilton is one golfer
who has proven that patience,

erseverance and 3 lot of
ﬁard work pay off. More goll-
ers fail than those who sue-
ceed in professional goll,
Hamilton is one of the wealth.
ler survivors.

TODD HAMILTON waves to
tans at the 18th green af the
Seve Hallesteros Goft Club
courss Sundly...nmomm




