TER FROM JAPA ':

A RIDE ON THE SUBWAY

HESE days, limousines and courtesy

cars are the wsual, and proforred, made

of transpaort for the world's leading goll
ors 1o and from loumament sites. Al this
vear's Chunichi Crowns on the Japanese
PGA Tour, however, Craig Stadler, David
Frost, Lee Jazen, Gary Hallberg and Scott
Sumpson Lok a slightly less than regal ride
to the course .. on the subway

The interesting thing aboul this, though,
is nol Lhut superstars do take the subway,
but tha fact that two former US Open cham-
pions (Simpson and Janzen), a former 1S
Masters winner (Stadler), a current world
top-10 |ii:|:|,'f-r [Frost) and o well-known US
Tour player (Hallberg) went by completely
unrecognised by the Japanese public. This
is all part of the package for the polfing stars
of the West who come to play in tourna-
ments in Japsun.

Weighing 90 kilos and shaped like a
watar malon, Stadlor, widely known as ‘The
Walrus®, is one of the most mecognisable
characters in international polf. He has the
foraarms of a waight-lifter and a moustache
that looks like a huge divol. Yel despite the
fact that the Japanese gentleman seated he-
sitle Stadlar was reacling a golf mogazine, he
didn't have a clue who it was that was righit
et bo him,

If this group of golfers had been made
up ol lsao Aoki, [amls’ Ozaki and *‘Tommy'
Mukajirna most of those an the train wounld
have been clamouring for autographs

We ride the subway every day,” said
Stadler. “It's a prece of eake. Nobody spems
to know us, but then sometimes it gets so
darmn erowded you can’t see who's next o
VOU ayway,

Everry yaar lirnamant spinsors on the
IPGA Tear invite many of the top naumes in
professional goll o play in their evenis.
Throughout the season Japaness gallerios
are able to witch Creg Nomman, Curlis
Strange, Seve Ballesteros, Tom Kite and
many other grest international plavers

“It'e a pond chance 1o get away from U
LIS PCA Tour for o week and play a little
different goll,” said Stadler. “1've bean com-
ing to Japan every year since 1978 and |
relly enjoy it The goll courses an: usually

Famm The Wialrus: Craly Stwller i one of ol bes)
ke characiens, bt be poes by unrecognised on
thie subavay in ligsan.
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pretty monel and 1he sponsors real us very
wirll.”

The bigges! complaint that maost of
players have whon they visit Japan is that
thiry chan’t have any time for sight-sening
From the momuent they arrive in Japan their
time b5 consumed with either commuting
hark and torth freom tho ;;l,_l|f COUSE, [
tice, play and dinners with sponsors andd
their guests.

Lisually they arive in Jupan late on a
Morcay and then tsivel from MNarita woowho
evaer Lhee loumsment site is, All clay Tuesday
isa ]if'rli.ri{fl: round and Wednesday is proe
am day. The ournament beging on Thurs-
day and the only sight-seeing they have done
is from the taxi or out of the window on the
train.

“The first few days it's hard enough just
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trving to got over the jot-lag and pat used 1o
the time difference.” said Junzen, who fin-
ished filth at this yenr's Chunichi Crowns,
"It usually takes at least an ]ujurlngut to the
course, seven or cighl hours on the golf
couirse .. and another hour returmning to the
hotel. I would really like to bring my wife
here ane day for a holiday so that we can see
Kyvolo and explore Tokyo.”

For Hallberg, this year marked his 15th
appemrance in Japan. In 1982 he won the
Chunichi Crowns. Last vear he finished sec-
ond and he has recorded many other top-10
finishes

Hu said: 1 find the goll courses are a
little shorter than our courses on the US
Tonr, The fairways in America am so per-
fect it's like hilling off o tee every shot and
the greens ane usually soft and very larpe,

“In Japan the Birways are very suudy
and ofien you are faced with a difficult lie,
Hitling from the lirways hare is almost liks
hitting oul of thes ratgh in the LIS, You cint
really attack the pio and if vou hil the groen
they are usually hard and tha ball will often
bounee pver.”

Hallberg looks forward o s annoal
visits 1o Japan. "I just o real nice place 1o
bie, The people are [rendly and polite and
they respedt their follow man, Some plices
in Americs you can't say that.” he said,

U the pallorios in fapan, Simpson, who
haes played in almost 30 lourmaments in tho
country. said: 1 Uunk the lapanese gallerics
are pretty good. Some ol the places we play
o the LIS Tauir enil u|_|'|u:':||g_',p|.|::|r.t; lorguys
to comie oul, drink beer and look for girls.
Hure in Jupan the poople ane generally guiel
for wvisry shit and they clap for everything

and show thiir apprectition.”

Most of the foreign players find their
time in Japan to be verv comiortable. The
hotels they stay in offer Western food in the
restaurants. Often they cn have CNN and
English-language movies. The sponsors sup-
ply them with translators and they have
litthe cor 1y probilems.

Apart from the language differance and

o
thee grass on some of the golf courses their .=

week in Japan is not much different from

any other week on the LIS PGA Tour,




